
 EHRiC/S5/19/C(EPFA)/139 

EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM DAVID MCHUTCHON 

 

Reasonable Chastisement 

The bill in question, if signed into law, will create a crime of conscience.  

It will criminalise a good practice that is considered to be required of loving Jewish, 

Christian and Muslim parents by their faith, and one that is freely practised and endorsed by 

many loving parents who are agnostic, atheistic or irreligious. 

The bill, if passed, will force Christian parents to choose between the demands of Scripture 

and the dictates of the state. While you as lawmakers may set up such oppositions at will, 

you must understand that in doing so you will make it impossible to practice faith fully 

without incurring criminal sanction, and it is therefore questionable whether this bill, if 

enacted, would be consistent with our country’s obligations and our prior commitments to 

protect and preserve religious liberty and the freedom of family life. 

The Obligation to Discipline upon the Christian Parent 

The starkest expression of support in the Jewish and Christian Bible, and the one perhaps 

most frequently cited by both opponents and supporters comes from the Book of Proverbs, 

“Whoever spares the rod hates their children, but the one who loves their children is careful 

to discipline them” (13.24). While it should be pointed out that this is a proverb and not a 

direct injunction, numerous references to discipline in Scripture make it clear that discipline 

is mandated of a loving parent.  

To what end? Discipline is described in Scripture as being effective in imparting wisdom 

and freedom from disgrace (Proverbs 29.15), in bringing peace (Proverbs 29:17), of 

conveying earnestness and repentance (Revelation 3:19), and a harvest of righteousness 

and peace (Hebrews 12:10-11). These verses get at the paradox that a child who has been 

disciplined is less inclined to be violent and disruptive, or to assault other children, adults 

and those in authority over them such as teachers. Thus, as schools have progressively 

relaxed their disciplinary standards, so they have become more violent places: assaults on 

teachers, once unheard of, are becoming commonplace. Discipline, by contrast, leads a 

child to internalise peaceableness. This paradox, so clearly understood by the ancients, 

seems quite beyond the modern mind to understand. (I should add here that the title of this 

bill is utterly disingenuous! Assault is assault and discipline is discipline: if the only thing 

they have in common is the use of force, then why not criminalise judo, CPR and pushing 

someone out of the path of a speeding train as well?) 

God describes himself in the Bible as a God who disciplines, and his correction is described 

as a blessing (Job 5:17). His discipline is a mark of his love for us (Proverbs 3:12). Without 
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discipline upon which any training depends, it is as though God were not our Father 

(Hebrews 12:7). It was taken as axiomatic that discipline causes children to respect their 

parents, hence Scripture says “we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we 

respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live!” 

(Hebrews 12:9). The discipline that Scripture describes imparts pain, but importantly, it is a 

temporary pain, and one which leads to righteousness and peace: “No discipline seems 

pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness 

and peace for those who have been trained by it.” (Hebrews 12:11) 

Conclusion 

I am sure that there will be many other submissions written from other perspectives. Some 

will praise reasonable chastisement on utilitarian grounds with ample evidence from social 

science, and I would agree that there is compelling evidence, to that effect, in support of the 

claims of Scripture.  

My central point, however, is that this bill will set the dictates of Scottish law up against the 

demands of Christian faith. While there will be theologisers who minimise the plain 

message of the Bible, across the world, devout Christians have no difficulty discerning the 

attitude of God to discipline from Scripture. And in doing so they join a majority of Scots - 

and the billions of followers of other religions and none - who take a common-sense view of 

the benefits of loving chastisement, and stand also to be criminalised by this bill should they 

follow their conscience. 

The Bible instructs Christians to pray for their leaders, so I pray that God would give you 

wisdom to govern, and fulfil faithfully the lawmaking responsibility he has given you. But I 

pray also that you would understand the ways in which ordinary children, mums, dads, 

grandparents, uncles, aunts, friends, neighbours and electors will suffer when their religious 

freedom is curtailed by the criminalisation of loving parenting. 

 

 


